
The margay is a beautiful cat found in Mexico, Cantral and South America, and Argentina.  This cat weighs 7 – 20 pounds, is 18 – 32 inches in length, and has a long tail.  It also has thick, plush fur with a yellowish-brown upper body and a white lower body.   The life span of the margay is approximately 13 = 18 years.  Margays are very similar in appearance to ocelots.  Their diet consists of small mammals and fruits.


The margay has many unusual abilities and traits.  For example, OT can run straight down a tree like a squirrel and can turn its hind feet 180 degrees.  Margays are nocturnal animals.


Margays live in evergreen and deciduous trees.  Their habitat, however, is being threatened by deforestation.  The forests are being destroyed to create more land for farming.  They are also being threatened by illegal hunting.  These cats are being hunted for their fur, which is sold in markets.  Margays are being protected in national parks and reserves and on large private ranches.


 The following are some ways margays could be protected. One way are harsher punishments for poachers. There would be harsher punishments to further discourage poachers from hunting. Another way is to turn more land into reserves and national parks to protect the margays. This would keep deforestation from happening to the habitat of the margays. Andrew Strain

