
Because the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse is cute and harmless, it becomes helpless when floods and predators attack leading it to extinction.  Unbelievably fragile, this mouse is easily hurt by the smallest injuries.  This animal is endangered, which means, it is nearing extinction.


The Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse can be found in salt marshes and along coastlines.  Some specific places are Contra Costa, Soloano, Napa, and Sonoma.  There is a lot of tall vegetation in its habitat so it can escape danger.  When tide comes in it usually escapes by climbing up the vegetation, since they are such great climbers.  The vegetation is also useful when it is trying to escape from its predators such as snakes, owls, birds, and hawks.  Another way it escapes its predators is by swimming.  Creatures such as these are excellent swimmers and they love to float on the water surface.


Although these mice do many things, burrowing is not one of them.   But what they will do is either build a nest, or cap over an abandoned bird’s nest.  Sometimes taking over a bird’s nest isn’t too smart because the nests are not always abandoned.  Some other threats to the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse are the destruction of land, storms that cause floods, and water pollution.  Water pollution is dangerous to them because they are able to stay alive by drinking salt water for a while, although they do prefer fresh water.  Sadly, the mouse ends up dead because of pollution caused by factories.  


Water, berries, seeds and green vegetation are also a part of its diet.  As for the characteristics of the mouse, its average body length is 6.9 cm – 7.4 cm.  They have light colored fur and its tail is as long as, or longer, than its body length.  Usually they weigh about .5 ounces or 13 grams and live for about one year.  


Although the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse is such an adorable animal, it is nearing extinction and needs all the help it can get.  Luckily, the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge is doing all they can to save this poor, meek mouse.  Fortunately, this mouse is very skillful and can help itself in many ways thanks to the tall vegetation in its habitat.  Also, the mouse can escape because it is such a excellent swimmer.  Angela Quaranto

