
The following paragraphs are all about one of the most interesting birds to ever walk the earth. The Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus or more commonly known as the Western Snowy Plover. This federal threatened species is found on North America as well as the continents of Africa, Asia and Europe where it is known as the Kentish Plover. Although this bird is small, only weighing between one and two tenths and two onces and growing to five and nine tenths and six and six tenths inches in length, this pale brown bird can be easily identified by several distinct features including white under parts, narrow dark strips on it’s forehead, as well as a white collar around the kind neck . This species was first identified in 1758.


The rate of extinction has been very quick for this small bird because of the loss of crucial  nesting areas. Most believe this rapid loss is occurring from damaging human activities such as building roads and homes near nesting grounds. Most Plover nests are located near tidal waters on mainland coasts, peninsulas, offshore islands, adjacent bays, estuaries, coastal beaches , and salt plains. The Pacific Ocean population ranges from northern Washington state to Baja California. Western Snowy Plovers have also been spotted in the Gulf Coast regions of the United States and northern Mexico. The diet of this bird is very similar to seagulls in that Plovers eat small invertebrates found in the wet soil of their habitat as well as the occasional insect living in the under bush near the ocean. As most birds do Plovers find and eat their food by using the run stop peck method . One of the most important stages of a plovers life is the reproductive stage. The Western Snowy Plover’s nesting season is from early March to late September, March first to September fourteenth. The  nesting starts in the south and gradually spreads northward. Plover parents make their nests on flat sandy with saline substrates, are never built near vegetation or driftwood. Nets are also commonly built in colonies and clutch sizes range from two to six eggs with most containing three eggs. Both parents incubate eggs and incubation usually lasts about thirty days. In order to protect their young parents will commonly lead predators and people   away from nests and chicks as well as signal for chicks to hide. Young chicks leave the nest hours after birth and survive on their own by using their feathers to blend in with their surroundings. Adult Western Snowy Plovers do not feed their offspring , but instead, lead them to feeding areas. Most chick mortality happens between birth and six days old. Young Plover chicks must use their quick feet to get around because they can not fly until four weeks after birth. 


Because so little is being done to save the poor Plover’s habitat, the population is decreasing so rapidly that if nothing is done the species will soon die out. Hopefully,  the fact that the Western Snowy Plover has been on the National Audubon  Society’s blue list of declining species since 1972, and is listed as a national threatened species, its plight will get more attention from protection agencies, encouraging them to assist. Luckily for the Plovers, some people are already taking actions to save the species. A draft pacific coast Western Snowy Plover population recovery plan was written on August 14, 2001. Because there are still Plovers left on the earth, the species still has a chance to be restored.  But it will take help from many organizations and people to do so.  Campbell Yore
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                                                    Outline
Because few have lengthy knowledge of the Western Snowy Plover people are destroying it’s ocean front habitat.
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