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Outline

Because of its many threats, the American Burrying Beetle’s population is declining.
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The American Burrying Beetle

The American Burrying Beetle or hicrophorous americans is endangered because of its declining population. Silphidae is the family of the beetle.  Controversies are high for this small insect.  Habitat fragmentation is one important controversy because it breaks down the habitat and more predators are likely to come eat or kill it.  Artificial lighting changed source of carrion, isolation of habitat, and reduced reproduction are just a few other controversies to name.


Nova Scotia, Quebec, Florida, the Great Plains, Texas, and New England were past locations of the beetle.  Now it is only located in small parts of northern United States, the Great Plains, and Canada because it can only live in untouched land.  It has a particular diet of carrion.


The American Burrying Beetle is a small one and a half inches, but is the largest member of its genus.  Its antennae are fiery red with bright orange clubs.  Some of the wing covers have  vibrant red on them but are mostly black.  Reproduction is a low, at only ten to thirty eggs per laying.  The total number of the entire population living today is under one thousand beetles.


Help is limited but strong for the  tiny insect and organizations are trying their hardest to save this species.   The beetle is important to the environment because it breaks down decaying matter. There would not be a lot of room in this world if organisms didn’t break down matter.   While the beetle is being reintroduced in Massachusetts many people are anxious to see if it will survive.  Habitats are being monitored to avoid any disruption of the beetle’s environment.  The Us Fish Wildlife Service is one very important and helpful organization trying to help.  Many hope this beetle will be successfully saved.  Even though it is a small animal, the American Burrying Beetle needs many people with strong hearts to help it. _Camille Rhoden
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