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                                                        Gila Monsters

The Gila monster, pronounced HEE-la, is a very interesting animal. It is now an endangered species. This reptile’s scientific name is Heloderma suspectum. Gila  monsters’ appearance is unique. It has a fat body and stubby legs with brown or black skin and red splotches. As an adult, the Gila monster can grow up to 24 inches long.

The Gila monster lives in deserts or any other hot and  dry area. Central and Northern Mexico, along with Southwestern United States, are areas where Gila monsters are most commonly sighted. Because of human development, the numbers of these reptiles are decreasing. As of 1990, there were only 357 in captivity. Gila monsters have a lifespan of 10-25 years, but humans kill most of them before their natural death. These animals have been on Earth 30-40 million years ago. Scientists have found fossils that closely resemble that of Gila monsters. There are only two types of venomous lizards, and Gila monsters are one of them. The  Gila monster uses its venom to kill its prey easily. Humans are rarely bit by the because of their lack of speed. Fat is stored in their thick tails. Because of this, they can live up to a month without eating. Mating takes place during the summer months. The female Gila monsters lay 3-5 eggs under rocks during fall winter. The main foods of the Gila monsters are quail eggs and small mammals . They also eat birds, insects, and carrion.

There has been little done to protect Gila monsters, but there are laws in Arizona that restrict killing the Gila monsters. Most of the time, because people aren’t familiar with this endangered reptile, people kill them, thinking they are extremely deadly. Hopefully, Gila monsters will become more abundant in the future.

