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   The Tipton Kangaroo Rat is a small, agile creature with strong hind legs.  This animal has a long tail about the length of its body (3.9”- 4.3”), small forelegs with strong claws, and soft, silky fur.  Some of its facial characteristics include big eyes, dark whiskers, and hairless, rounded ears.  The Tipton Kangaroo Rat can be anywhere from brown to tan in color.  All of them have white stomachs and black tails.  They also have a long white stripe extending from its hind legs and down its tail.  There are many adaptations that the Tipton Kangaroo Rats have to help them survive in their environment.  Its extensive, strong hind legs are used for two foot hopping and kicking out for territory and self defense, and its long tail is helpful for balancing.  Because of its ability to convert dry seeds into water and dispose of waste with little water leaving its body, the Tipton Kangaroo Rat can also go a lifetime with little or no water.  Farming is one of the reasons for habitat loss of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat.  More reasons include commercial and residential building and flooding.  Things such as this have been and still are a threat to wipe out what is left of this animal and its range, and the population has already been reduced over 96%.  Today, people do not realize the importance of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat to humans and other animals.  The wind deposits fine soil in its burrows, which serve as a home for other animals such as the Blunt Nose Lizard, and other creatures depend on it to survive, like the San Joaquin Kit Fox.

   The Tipton Kangaroo Rat belongs to the pocket mouse family and is one of the three subspecies of the San Joaquin Kangaroo Rat.  It can be found in the deserts of southwestern United States and Mexico, but its main region is in San Joaquin Valley, California.  Its territorial range is less than .5 acre because it is less than 4% of its original size.  The Tipton Kangaroo Rat lives in small burrows near vegetative shrubs on a level, terrain area.  You can find the burrows in slightly elevated mounds in a variety of places so that they are entered at an angle.  Females’ territory is usually smaller than the males’ territory.  Days of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat are spent in these humid burrows, but they come out at night, usually to gather food, when it is cool with very little evaporation. They enjoy eating things such as mesquite, ocotillo, creosote bush, insects, and herbaceous vegetation, but mostly seeds.  They store this food in their cheek or in small pits called caches.  Its eating habits are a lot like that of the Fresno Kangaroo Rat.  The breeding season of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat is from December to August.  They can start breeding at twelve weeks of age, and when conditions are good, they have up to three litters a year, which is fifteen offspring.  Gestation period is thirty-two days.  When Tipton Kangaroo Rats are born, they are pink and they have wrinkles.  Young have no teeth or hair, and their ears and eyes are closed.  Male young grow up faster than female young.

   The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has The Recovery Plan for the Upland Species of the San Joaquin Valley .   From research, I did not find many recovery plans for these species, and because the population of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat is quickly decreasing, I would like to see more recovery plans specifically for Kangaroo Rats.  In order to help the plight of the Tipton Kangaroo Rat, I could make more people aware of this situation.

