With its razorback suckers, small eyes and, a hump behind its head, this small fish received the interesting name Humpback Chubb. The Colorado River has the largest population of the Humpback Chubb with only six remaining  

The Humpback Chubb’s endangerment started in 1964 because the dam built by humans. This human impact on their habitat and along with stream flow regulation, preditation by native fish, and parasites effect the endangerment of the Humpback Chubb.  Others are pesticides and pollutants. This fish’s chance of survival is slim.


After two years of age, the Humpback Chubb weighs over two pounds and is over five inches long.  This fish has razorback suckers, small eyes and a hump behind its head.  Recovery efforts made include the Utah Law trying to protect the Chubb.  They are trying to increase stream flow and increase food supply.  This fish’s chance of survival is slim. Its swim by using large fins and glides through slow moving areas.  This fish swims around and tries to catch insects in its pockets.  You can maybe find this animal in the Colorado River I the canyon with swift currents.  This fish is a part of the minnow family.  Similar to the Colorado Pike Minnow, the Humpback Chubb has a long tail.  This fish it is an omnivore.


It has been here for around 10,000 years.  Interestingly, the Humpback Chubb survived the ice age, Breeding happens when water temperature from between 14 C to 24 C. Spawning season the chub develops a reddish color along their sides and distinctive red marks on their gills. The humpback chub spawns in spring (March – May) when streamflow is at its peak. At age 2 or 3 (as small as 5 inches long), they become sexually mature and travel short distances to spawn on cobble or gravel bars (7). Reproductive success depends on the water temperature during incubation (historically 16 – 22° C) and individuals may live over 30 years (6). 
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