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The Tipton Kangaroo Rat, scientifically known as the Dipodomys nitratoides nitratoides, is one of the many members of the rodent family. Tipton Kangaroo Rats are 3.9-4.3 inches in length and weighs 1.2-1.4 ounces. It has a darkish tan back and a white belly. The white stripes that extend down its body make it very attractive. Their elongated legs give them the ability to jump long distances. Even though it may seem that it is unlikely to be endangered, it really is. This animal is endangered because of the destruction of trees for the use of farm land in its habitat. 


Tipton Kangaroo Rats are usually located in San Joaguin Valley, California. It ranges over 250,000 acres of land. Kangaroo Rats live in a very vegetated land. This is no surprise since their primary food is seeds with their secondary food being plant material.


Usually from December to August, Kangaroo rats have about 3 litters a year and 5 offspring in every litter. The gestation period is 32 days. Their young open their eyes 10 to 11 days after their birth and then leave their burrows after 18 to 21 days. Then, about 24 days after birth, they are able to fend for themselves.


Kangaroo Rats have very big hind legs which help them make very large jumps. Another interesting fact is that males are 9.25 inches long while females are 8.7 inches long. Males also have longer legs than females.


Since developers are not trying to help the kangaroo rat, the population is declining greatly each year. Some ways of protection for this species is to stop growth of farms and to try and stop people from cutting down trees in their habitat. Even though these creatures are small, they should not be ignored.
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