
Because of its massive size and lack of speed, the Galapagos Giant Tortoise is underpopulated.  Its short, stubby elephant-like legs cause the tortoise's lack of speed.  It has a big domed shaped shell, which protects the tortoise from its enemies.  However, the tortoise's long neck helps it to reach food in high places.  All in all the Galapagos Giant Tortoise is a massive but gentle animal.


Although the Galapagos Giant Tortoise can live on any type of terrain, the tortoise developed on the Galapagos Islands.  You may also find the tortoises lying on a sandbar out in the ocean.  For this reptile to survive the temperature has to be moderate with no chance of extreme cold.  The surface topography of the Galapagos Islands is very diverse and the terrain consists of sand, rocks, dirt, and grassy areas.  The Galapagos Giant Tortoise needs a large amount of food in order to survive and thrive.  Thankfully, there is an abundance of edible plants for its food supply located on the islands.


Today, there are approximately 15,000 tortoise left.   In this 15,000 tortoises there are 14 distinct types of races within the species.  Part of this decline in the species is because during the 19th century sailors took the Galapagos Giant Tortoise from its natural habitat and killed it for food.  Now the Galapagos Giant Tortoise is endangered.  The tortoise's biggest problem today is its predators such as pigs, dogs, cats, and black rats.  


Reproduction of the Galapagos Giant Tortoise is very important because of the tortoise listing on the endangered species list.  The Galapagos Giant Tortoise can reproduce at any time within any season.  However, the normal reproduction cycle is during the rainy season on the islands.  Normal reproduction cycle is anywhere from 4 to 8 months depending upon the class of tortoise.  To start the egg laying process females will dig holes in soft coastal soil.  Then they lay their eggs and covered them up.  Their eggs are very similar to tennis balls and when they hatch the babies normally weigh about 9 ounces.  

All of the Galapagos Giant Tortoises are classified as herbivores.  Herbivores mean the tortoises are plant eaters.  Great quantities of grass, leaves, and cactus pads are eaten by the Galapagos Giant Tortoise.  This tortoise will actually eat Hippomane mancinella, which is highly poisonous to most creatures.  To make most Galapagos Giant Tortoise's happy all you have to do is give them a lot of vegetation.


Did you know that the Galapagos Giant Tortoise could live over 100 years?  Some of the tortoises can actually equal the weight of 3 men.  Also 3 races of the Galapagos Giant Tortoise are already extinct.  The fourth race is almost extinct with only 1 surviving member left, the scientists have named him "Lonesome George."  In order for the Galapagos Giant Tortoise to survive many steps have been taken to insure its protection against its natural predators.  Many zoos all around the world are protecting and enhancing the lives of many of this wonderful species.  This will insure that our children and grand children will be able to view this massive gentle animal.
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