The Wyoming Toad
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The Wyoming Toad is a short stocky animal with very dry skin covered in large warts. These animals are brown, gray or green with tiny black blotches. Adult Wyoming Toads are about 55mm in measuring length, but the females are a little longer than males. Female toads weigh about 35 grams. On the other hand, the males weigh only about 25 grams. The Wyoming Toad lives in short grass, and edges of the ponds and lakes. They may use deserted gopher and squirrel burrows as hibernacula. These toads generally are found in the Laramie Basin in Albany, in eastern Wyoming. Although this animal is endangered, there is still an abundant amount of them in Albany. 

There are many threats against this toad as it goes through the process of survival. Amphibian populations are decreasing world wide for a selection of reasons including; habitat loss, preditation, natural population cycles, genetic defects, drifts, changes in weather patterns, acid rain, heavy metal and other pollution. Pesticides are one of the main factors contributing to the decrease of the Wyoming Toad.

This Wyoming Toad’s diet includes ants, beetles, and other insects that are found in Albany. One of its favorites is the fly.

The Wyoming Toad is adapted to a small assortment of activity. Adults evolve from hibernation in May when the day temperatures go above 70 degrees Farenhieght. Males attract females with calls and breeding happens from May to June. Strings of 2000 to 5000 eggs are laid in some type of water. The baby toads or tadpoles, as they are called, metamorph into toads in 4-6 weeks.   

This report was all on the interesting animal of the Wyoming Toad.

-Shelby Morlock
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