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    The Hawaiian Goose is the state bird of Hawaii. It is known as the nene (nay-nay),

a relative of the Canadian Goose.  The nene’s scientific name is Branta sandwicensis.

As an endangered species, there are only 800 left in the wild because of habitat loss,

outside diseases and introduced predators.

    The nene makes its home on the rocky terrain of the Hawaiian Islands volcanic

slopes. Today they are only present in the wild in Hawaii’s Volcanoes National Park,

Haleokala National Park on Maui and Kilauea National Refuge. This means that the

Hawaiian Goose currently lives only on the islands of Hawaii, Maui and Kauai in the

wild. 

    There were an estimated 25,000 nene once in the Hawaiian Islands. Now there

are about 1,800 left in the world. There are 1,000 in zoos or private collections. The

largest private collection is the Wildlife and Wetlands Trust in Slimbridge, England.

These small numbers make the nene the rarest goose in the world.

    The nene has a black head, dark bill and black legs.  It is the only goose whose

feet are not fully webbed. Scientist believe this is an adaptation to the rocky volcanic

slopes the geese live on in Hawaii.

    The nene is considered sedentary, they do not migrate. Because they do not migrate,

the nene has learned to feed on a variety of local vegetation. Their favorite foods are

crabgrasses, o’helo berries, sow thistle, gos-more and pukiawe. With a shrinking

habitat, the nene’s food sources are becoming even more important.

    As the rarest goose in the world and the only goose whose feet are not fully webbed,

the nene is also the only state bird that lives only in its state. A unique Hawaiian icon,

the Hawaiian Goose has a special place in the Hawaiian society. In the Hawaiian 

version of Mother Goose, Mother Goose is a nene, not a Canadian Goose. Also,

Hey Diddle Diddle becomes Hey Mu’u Mu’u about the ipu, the nene goose and

whale.

    The Hawaiian Goose is unique to Hawaii, but its biggest dangers are not.

Non-native Hawaiians influence provides the greatest dangers. Shrinking habitat 

from increased human populations has been one of the factors in the decline of the

nene. Also, disease and predators brought to the islands from outside people have

caused the number of nene to decrease to their current levels.  Predators introduced

to Hawaii that have caused the most damage are pigs and mongooses. In addition to

killing the nene, the pigs and mongooses eat the nene’s food. Although the past and

present are difficult for the nene, the future looks better.

    The goal for the preservation efforts is to have 2,000 wild nene. To help this goal

 become reality, money is being raised and laws are in place to help protect the

nene. One of the efforts to raise money is being conducted by the Honolulu Mint.

They are minting a coin with the nene’s image and selling them to help the nene.

Also, federal money is being used to help the nene. Protection for the nene is  pro-

vided  by the Federal Migratory Bird Act and Hawaiian State laws. Although the

nene may never live in the wild like it once did; there are enough people who care

and programs in place for the nene to be seen on the rocky volcanic slopes for

generations to come.
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